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and had given him the power of binding and of loosing in
heaven and on earth. On this the Popes, as the successors
of St Peter in the see of Rome, laid their claim to the head-
ship of the Church (the ecclesiastical department). They
recognised, indeed, the divine origin of temporal power.
But the ruler must be a righteous man (Justus). This had
been laid down by St. Augustine in his City of God, and,
repeated by Gregory the Great, the ideas of St. Augustine
had become a commonplace of medieval thought. The
ideal of the Christian commonwealth is pax, the ordered sub-
mission of mankind to the will of God. It must be governed
by justitia, which St. Augustine defined as obedience to the
commandments of God. Justitia, therefore, should be trans-
lated "righteousness/' not "justice," which might imply
obedience to the laws of man.
The supposition that the king must be a Justus homo at
once raises an obvious question, to which St. Augustine
supplied no answer. Who is to decide whether a king is
morally fit to govern, and if he is not, what steps can be
token? The Gelasian theory afforded a solution. The
matter obviously came within the priestly domain. Holding
this view, the bishops of France in the ninth century had
asserted their right to deal with an unrighteous ruler, and in
concert with the Pope had declared Louis the Pious deposed.
Later, Nicholas I had assumed this as the special right of
the Pope, and had manifested his authority by excom-
ni.iT.I- ifir,£ Lothar II for his offence against the moral
code.
The stand- Ci-.^.-ly VII, though in practice he went far beyond his
prc<toc(1*sors, coul<* rightly claim that he was no innovator.
The word justitia in its exact Augustinian sense was con-
stantly in his mouth; he used it regularly as the test of
fitness to rule, and he clearly considered it his duty to inter-
pret God's will to man, to reprove the wicked, and if necessary
to depose the unrighteous ruler. Quoting the words of
Gclasius he told William the Conqueror in 1080 that " the
apostolic and pontifical dignity would have to render account
at the Last Judgment for the sins of all men, even of kings."
He felt himself to be in the position of a Samuel, whose rebuke
to the disobedient Saul he was fond of quoting. In his
famous Dictatus Papae it was stated that the Pope can depose

